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County Economic Development
 What you need to know:

1st Annual Aitkin County Workforce Summit



March 14, 2024, 8am-4pm

Covenant Pines Bible Camp
43696 245th Place
McGregor, MN 55760

The Aitkin County Workforce Summit is a dynamic convergence of industry experts, local
businesses, and community leaders dedicated to revolutionizing the workforce landscape.

This immersive event focuses on the entire employment cycle, from attracting top talent and
refining hiring strategies to fostering seamless onboarding processes and implementing
innovative retention techniques. With engaging panel discussions, informative sessions, and
networking opportunities, attendees will uncover invaluable insights to address workforce
challenges, drive growth, and cultivate a thriving environment where businesses and employees
flourish.

Join us to shape the future of our county's workforce while exploring transformative solutions
that empower both employers and individuals for sustained success.

Tickets are $10 per person, register:

Get Tickets

Agenda

Interested in sponsoring this event?
Sponsorship opportunities are available!

$200 sponsorship gets you two free admittance tickets. This includes breakfast and lunch. It also
gets your business name on all advertising and social media communications.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-workforce-summit-aitkin-county-tickets-815688715907?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://files.constantcontact.com/6912bab0901/911eb996-f4f1-4bde-8381-32837d53100e.pdf


Deadline for sponsorship is February 26, 2024.

Contact:
Stan Gustafson: sgustafson@growthiv.org
Tami Jacobs: tjacobs@growthiv.org

Aitkin County Business Development & Recreation
Grant is now open

The purpose of this grant fund is to leverage county funds, private funds and volunteer efforts to
increase small business development activities in Aitkin County, with an emphasis on increasing
sustained tourism and recreation activities. 

Several organizations may submit a single application or organizations may apply
individually. Organizations need only to commit one hundred dollars ($100) in good faith to
ensure commitment to the grant request.

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners, have approved funding to be used to directly
impact the Community of Aitkin County by executing the Aitkin County Business Development &
Recreation Grant.

 Funding Limits: Minimum of $100 and a maximum of $2,000 per grant application.

Eligible Project Examples:
Sustainable marketing and advertising materials including but not limited to permanent
signage materials, etc.
 Menu signs (interior)
Technology or training programs
Any other activities to develop your business

Eligible Event Examples:
Annual events promoting tourism & recreation
 Events must provide incremental tourism growth

·       
​Grant Funds shall be used to market business development activities that create sustainable
tourism or recreation growth or activities/businesses that will enhance the Aitkin County
economy. 

Guidelines and Application

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency offers
homeowner opportunities

mailto:sgustafson@growthiv.org
mailto:tjacobs@growthiv.org
https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/econ/


Contact a Lender

https://mnhousing.gov/lender-directory.html


learn more

Attention Businesses! DEED office of Small
Business Development offers Small Business Calls

MN Office of Small Business Development

http://www.mnhousing.gov
https://joinusmn.com/smallbusiness


Workforce Training Available for Minnesota
Employers

Need Help Training or Retraining Your Workforce? We Can Help!
The state of Minnesota Job Skills Partnership (MJSP) program offers grants to help train or retrain your
workforce. We've helped train thousands of workers in the state. 

MJSP works with a broad range of businesses, educational
institutions and nonprofit organizations to:

train or retrain workers
expand work opportunities
keep high-quality jobs in the state

Your business may qualify for one of our training grant programs that help offset training-related
expenses. 

Find out more at mn.gov/deed/mjsp
Or contact the Minnesota Job Skills Partnership Office:  deed.mjsp@state.mn.us

https://mn.gov/deed/business/financing-business/training-grant/
mailto:deed.mjsp@state.mn.us


JET

Aitkin County offers unique recycling opportunity

https://www.nemojt.org/


Leap Day Soiree: February 29, 2024



Tickets

http://unitedwaynow.org


NATURE ROCKS IS BACK!



Properties Available in the Aitkin Area

Tour the Properties

Contact me directly for any details and additional opportunities: mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us.

26838 U.S. 169 Aitkin, MN 56431 USA

Are you ready to move you, your family and/or your business to an amazing
area? We welcome you to visit anytime. Tour any of our available properties, enjoy
our recreational assets, amazing dining and our unique entertainment offerings. We
think you will agree, it is Naturally Better here. Aitkin County is a community with
momentum. We are confident once you visit, you will live here!

naturallybetterhere.com

County Business Spotlight

https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/econ/
mailto:mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us
https://the-joint-tavern-eatery.business.site/
http://naturallybetterhere.com


Rosallini's
Aitkin, MN

119 Minnesota Avenue North
218.927.6412

Curtis Ross and his business partner, Christian Collins, assumed ownership of
the restaurant this new year and said they are excited to be a part of the
community and use the knowledge they’ve gained through years in the food
industry.

Rosallini's

What makes Aitkin County Naturally Better

http://rosallinispizzas.com
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Mark Jeffers
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